For The Georgia Radio Reading Service (GaRRS), this is Julius Suber with this month’s segment of Be Prepared.  Friends of Disabled Adults and Children provides home health mobility and daily living equipment to people of any age or any disability, temporary or permanent, medically necessary and medically helpful reasons.  Chris Brand is the Executive Director and explains, FODAC.
Chris Brand:  Friends of Disabled Adults and Children or FODAC is a non-profit 501(c)(3) primarily collecting recycling wheelchairs and mobility equipment for people with disabilities who need them everyday along with building ramps, and installing lifts on vehicles.
Julius Suber:  Brand explains that FODAC can help you prepare in advance.
Chris Brand:  Our main way that we try to help people with disabilities, prepare for emergency is by providing that equipment beforehand, before an emergency hits, so that they can be prepared.  A back-up piece of equipment for example is not provided with benefits, you can either choose a power wheelchair or manual, but not both.  But if your power wheelchair stops working, you need another wheelchair, for example, and we provide that at no cost.
Julius Suber:  And if or when something does happen?
Chris Brand:  Then Red Cross can contact us and say, hey we have _______1.19 we just have a need in a certain area and we allow people to come get that if the disaster is big enough.  And we are partnered with Red Cross, we can provide entire shelter kits to those shelters.
Julius Suber:  Brand says, they are always a resource.
Chris Brand:  We will get involved, if it's a big enough disaster, but we are always a resource for people to reach out to us and say, I need a hospital bed, I need a wheelchair, walker, and their priority then there is no waiting list for those items.  We are always trying to get the word out in emergency preparedness arena to access us, when there is a need.
Julius Suber:  Brand says the time to think about FODAC is now, not when an emergency hits.
Chris Brand:  Especially, when you are planning for emergencies, they have to have another location that doesn’t have shower equipment or wheelchairs or hoyer lifts and things like that.  So keeping us in mind to call us if they have to take a Plan B like moving to a relatives house, can't easily just pack up all that equipment in your car and take it there if you have to move.
Julius Suber:  According to Brand, back up equipment is key for being well prepared.
Chris Brand:  Oh yeah, respirators that people need, backup batteries all your speech devices, you have to really plan to have backup power sources in case power goes down for a long time wherever you are.
Julius Suber:  Brand says FODAC also helps train emergency management professionals.
Chris Brand:  Managers who are responsible for neighboring states or in Georgia to help pre-prepare for disabilities in their response planning like transportation or different vendors that they can partner with and if we are not available local ones to help with equipments, to help with matching of that equipment to people that are being displaced, and certain techniques for transferring people who are being orphaned from their equipment.
Julius Suber:  And he says FODAC can end us help neighboring states too.

Chris Brand:  The other thing we are reaching out to, not only in Georgia with providing kits of equipment for shelters, is anywhere around the gulf, anywhere there is a hurricane, especially that’s our biggest thing that we want to try to get involved with, with being part of our Georgia VOAD, part of the other networks of emergency preparedness to let people know we can come in event of a big disaster if people didn’t evacuate in time for or couldn’t.
Julius Suber:  Brand explains what VOAD is.
Chris Brand:  Georgia VOAD is a voluntary organization that assists in disaster relief, so that’s a group of non-profit and then all the other local responders or management teams that assist in disabilities maybe with pets, maybe with disabilities like us or all the different things that’d be accounted for in disability.  So we work with them to educate them of our services and that they can use us when something hits their local area because all the response is local for these first and primarily.
Julius Suber: For more information, contact Friends of Disabled Adults and Children at (770) 491-9014 or toll free at (866) 977-1204.  You can also visit their website at fodac.org.  You can also log on to ready.ga.gov.  For the Georgia Radio Reading Service (GaRRS) in conjunction with Georgia’s ADA Coordinators Office and the many agencies, who comprise the Georgia Emergency Preparedness Coalition or individuals with disabilities and older adults, this is Julius Suber with Be Prepared.
